
10 houses project

SMW & Build up Nepal



Years in a temporary shelter. 

Through monsoon, cold 

winters and COVID lockdowns.  



Background
SMW has a long history of supporting projects around the world to help 
people recover after natural disasters working with local partners. 

In 2015 Nepal was hit by the most devastating earthquake in over 80 
years. In 2017 and 2019 devastating floods hit Nepal, making the housing 
and poverty situation worse. Build up Nepal is working to rebuild houses in 
poor villages by empowering local people and using local materials.

SMW and Build up Nepal are working together in this project with goal of 
supporting 10 poor families build safe, new homes. The houses will be 
built in partnership with micro-entrepreneurs who will produce the Earth 
Bricks for the houses. At the time of building the houses we will train local 
people in disaster resistant construction, enabling more families in the 
area to build houses for themselves in future.  



Progress summary

10 houses rebuilt 

for poor families

67 poor people trained 

In disaster resistant 

construction

95 tons CO2

Saved compared to 

fired bricks



Family 1 - Mr. and Mrs. Shrestha



Family 1 - Mr. and Mrs. Shrestha

Progress: House completed!

Location: Ratnaghar-14, Chitwan, earthquake affected

Mr. and Mrs. Shrestha’s lives with their son and daughter. Their old house was destroyed by the devastating 

2015 earthquake. At first, they lived in temporary shelter, but it became unbearable, so they have been renting 

a small room in nearby house while trying to save up enough to build a new home. The family comes from 

disadvantaged community and were selected for the project based on vulnerable status and recommendation 

from local government. With a new house the family has more energy and hope for the future!  While building 

the house 5 local people have been trained in disaster resistant construction.



Photos training & 
construction



Family 2 - Mr. and Mrs. Karki 

Progress: House completed!

Location: Sunsari, flood affected

Mr. and Mrs. Karki have been living with their daughter in a temporary shelter in Itahari ward 4, 

Sunsari. Last year’s massive floodings destroyed their old house which was made of bamboo and mud. 

Coming from background with very limited income they are very grateful for the support from the 

project which enabled them to build a new home which is already increasing stability in their lives. 

While building the house 5 local people have been trained in disaster resistant construction.



6 local people were
trained as masons



Family 3 - Mr. and Mrs. Katuwal

Progress: House completed!

Location: Khandbari-8, Sankhuwasabha , earthquake affected

Mr. and Mrs. Karki have been living in a temporary shelter for 5 years in Khandbari-8, in 

Sankhuwasabha since the 2015 earthquake. The location is very remote so conventional materials 

such as fired bricks and cement is very expensive. Most houses have traditionally been built with stone 

and mud and many families in this area have not rebuilt new homes due to remoteness and poverty. 

Mr. and Mrs. Katuwal are very much looking forwards to moving into their new house that was recently 

completed! During construction 6 local people have been trained in disaster resistant construction.



5 local people were
trained as masons



Completed houses since last report



Family 4 - Mr. and Mrs. Sunar

Progress: House completed!

Location: Naubise-7, Dhading earthquake affected

Mr. and Mrs. Sunar are living with their daughter and granddaughter. They have been unable to rebuild a 

house after the 2015 earthquake, living for 6 years in a shelter. Finally, they have a new house to call home! 



4 local people were
trained as masons



Family 5 - Mr. and Mrs. Baral

Progress: House completed!

Location: Bardaghat-14, Nawalparasi – earthquake affected

Dev Bahadur Baral lives with his wife and baby son in a small mud shelter. They belong to disadvantaged 

community and due to very low income, they have not been able to rebuild a proper house until now. 



Photos training & 
construction



Family 6 - Mr. and Mrs. Gurung

Progress: House completed!

Location: Byas-6, Tanahun, Earthquake affected

Mr. and Mrs. Gurung is an elderly couple. Their house was destroyed by the 2015 earthquake and have 

been living in a broken building with their animals ever since. They are very happy for their new home! 



4 local people were
trained as masons



Family 7 - Mr. and Mrs. Shrestha 

Progress: House completed!

Location: Chandragiri-9, Kathmandu, Earthquake affected

Mishri and his wife moved to Kathmandu from Dhading after the earthquake destroyed their house, to improve 

their income and children’s education. They have rented a room before rebuilding a house with project support. 



5 local people were
trained as masons



Family 8 - Mr. and Mrs. Gautam

Progress: House completed!

Location: Butwal, Naharpur, Rupandehi – earthquake affected

Srijana lives with her husband and 16-year-old son in a temporary shed. With the 

support of the project they have finally built a new house to call home! 



Photos training & 
construction



Family 9 - Anita Magar Pariyar 

Progress: House completed!

Location: Hirapur, Chitwan – flood affected

Anita and her husband Kailash and daughter Aashika (5) lives in a temporary mud shelter. They are struggling 

for many years during floods in monsoon and cold during winter. They are very happy for their new house! 



6 local people were
trained as masons



Family 10 - Mr. and Mrs. Shrestha

Progress: House completed!

Location: Pragatinagar, Nawalpur – earthquake affected

Bikash and Sangita are living with their sons Bises and Sambhab in a a small temporary house that they built 

after the earthquake. Due to poor financial condition, they have not been able to rebuild a house until now.



Photos training & 
construction



- Saraswati, entrepreneur 

One of the enterprises the project has collaborated with



“I earn 850 Nrs (€6) per 
day making bricks. It is 
hard work, but I can 
feed my two 
daughters, so it is 
worth it.”
-

- Laxmi, brick maker
-

Brick maker in the same enterprise



Due to COVID and lockdowns in Nepal the project has 
been quite challanging and took some more time than

expected. 
-

However, now the the 10 houses are finally
completed. Thank you SMW for your support!


